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Introduction 
 
This report is based on data collected in the ‘Showman’s Guild Travelling Preference 
Survey’ which was commissioned by the Showmen’s Guild, Lancashire Section in 
Autumn 2007. The survey was used to gain essential information regarding the 
accommodation situation of the North West’s Travelling Showpeople, throughout the 
year, both in and out of the Show/Fair season. The survey was completed by 110 
responding Travelling Showpeople families currently based in the North West of 
England.  
 
This report will firstly define Travelling Showpeople and the policy context 
surrounding this group of the community. The report will then go on to analyse 
the current base of the North West’s population of Travelling Showpeople; their 
preferred base; where they operate their Shows/Fairs etc; and where they are 
operating at a selection of dates throughout the year. The report will offer an 
insight into the living patterns of the North West’s Travelling Showpeople and 
provide and evidence base to input into the Partial Review of Regional Spatial 
Strategy (RSS) dealing with Travelling Showpeople pitch (yard) provision.   
 
 
Policy Background 
 
Travelling Showpeople should not be misinterpreted as Gypsies and Travellers. In fact 
the Travelling Showpeople’s economy and culture is vastly different to that of other 
traveller groups, therefore their accommodation needs are also significantly different. 
Circular 04/2007 defines Travelling Showpeople as1:  
 

‘Members of an organised group of Travelling Showpeople or circus people 
(whether or not travelling together as such). They include such persons who 
on the grounds of their own or their family’s or dependants’ more localised 
pattern of trading, educational or health needs or old age have ceased to 
travel temporarily or permanently, but excludes Gypsies and Travellers as 
defined in ODPM Circular 1/2006.’ 

 
Travelling Showpeople like any other members of the community aspire to owning their 
own property or often in the case of Showpeople a permanent pitch. Showpeople have 
traditionally required such a pitch on what is known as ‘winter quarters’ for residence 
and storage of equipment, a pitch which is large enough to carry out any maintenance 
and statutory safety checks and within easy access of key basic services. Travelling 
Showpeople traditionally reside on such pitches during the winter months out of the 
show season, and returning to them between Shows/Fairs during the “Travelling 
Season” running from Spring through to early Autumn and Travelling Showpeople 
often retire to the pitch. However in recent times these once ‘winter quarters’ are more 
often occupied all year round because of the educational needs of their children, 
relatives suffering long term disability and/or illness, retired Showpeople, and the lack 
of ‘stopping off’ places elsewhere.   
 
During the show season and whilst working, Travelling Showpeople stay on the 
licensed sites hosting the Show/Fair, however they require secure sites to stay whilst 
travelling between fairgrounds and shows. With the only other option being to return to 
their permanent ‘winter quarters’ which are often many miles away, therefore 
inconvenient, costly and environmentally unsustainable. Traditionally Showpeople 
have used lay-bys and sympathetic farmers land to reside whilst travelling from one 
show to the next, although this has become increasingly difficult with tighter and more 

                                            
1 Circular 04/2007, ‘Planning for Travelling Showpeople’, p 7 
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strictly enforced trespass laws coinciding with commodification and enclosure of a 
great deal of wasteland, thus severely reducing the options for short stops on 
roadsides and unauthorised spaces. The problems facing showmen have also been 
intensified by the loss of many ‘winter quarters’ due to compulsory purchase of the land 
for redevelopment schemes. Where appropriate Travelling Showpeople ‘share’ winter 
pitches, although due to logistical problems in the North West the opportunities for 
pitch ‘sharing’ are few and far between. Other Gypsy and Travellers Accommodation 
Assessments already carried out in the region have identified a lot of “overcrowding” 
and “doubling up” on pitches2. As this report will go onto identify, many of the North 
West’s Travelling Showpeople are based in only a fraction of the regions districts.   
 
Provision for Travelling Showpeople is poor with very few realistic accommodation 
choices that adequately meet their needs. Since the publication of Circular 22/91 local 
authorities have made little if any provision for Travelling Showpeople and their 
families. Progress has been so poor that the Department for Communities and Local 
Government (DCLG) released a new planning circular for England, Circular 04/20073, 
this was published because the advice set out in Circular 22/91 has failed to deliver 
adequate sites for Travelling Showpeople. The new Circular is intrinsically linked to 
DCLG emphasis on ‘prosperous and cohesive communities, offering a safe, healthy 
and sustainable environment for all.’  This includes Travelling Showpeople; therefore 
the main intentions of the new Circular are;  
 

a) to increase the number of Travelling Showpeople’s sites in appropriate 
locations with planning permission in order to address current under 
provision over the next 3-5 years;  

b) to recognise, protect and facilitate the traditional way of life of travelling 
showpeople, creating sustainable, respectful and inclusive communities 
where travelling showpeople have fair access to suitable accommodation 
and to services; 

c) to underline the importance of assessing needs at regional and sub-
regional level and for local authorities to develop strategies to ensure that 
needs are dealt with fairly and effectively; 

d) to ensure that DPDs (Development Plan Documents) include fair, realistic 
and inclusive policies and to ensure that identified need is dealt with fairly 
and effectively; 

e) to identify and make provision for the resultant land and accommodation 
requirements; 

f) to help to avoid travelling showpeople becoming homeless through eviction 
from unauthorised sites without an alternative to move4.  

 
Regional Planning Bodies (RPBs) are instructed in the Circular to maintain a current 
knowledge of the strategic accommodation requirements of Travelling Showpeople in 
the region during RSS (Regional Spatial Strategies). This report goes on to analyse the 
current accommodation patterns and preferred base of Travelling Showpeople in order 
to advise future decisions.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                            
2 Power. June 2007, ‘The Accommodation Situation of Showmen in the North West’ 
3 Circular 04/2007, 
4 Circular 04/2007, p 6 
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Operating Locations 
 
Before taking a look into the current pattern of where Travelling Showpeople are based 
in the North West, it needs to be recognised that all forty three of the District 
Authorities that make up the region host at least one Show/Fair on an annual basis that 
is serviced by Travelling Showpeople that are based in the North West. It is clearly 
evident in Map 1 that Travelling Showpeople based in the North West operate not only 
in all of the North West but also in other parts of the UK5. The majority of which operate 
close to home in districts of West Yorkshire, Staffordshire and Northern Wales. 
Although some of the North West’s Showpeople travel further afield to locations such 
as Weymouth, Kings Lynn, the East Riding of Yorkshire, the North East, Scotland, and 
Northern Ireland.  
 

 
 
The North West’s Travelling Showpeople’s Current Ba se Location 
 
The current base of the North West’s Travelling Showpeople can be seen in Map 2, 
displaying quite clearly that a significant number of districts in the region (twenty six) do 
not act as a base for any of the regions Travelling Showpeople. This can be interpreted 
in various ways. On the one hand it can be seen as an issue as it suggests that even 
though all of the districts host at least one Show/Fair on an annual basis they are not 
actually providing the necessary provision required to act as a base for the Travelling 
Showpeople. Although it may not be down to a lack of provision and more down to the 
fact that it is more convenient for Travelling Showpeople to be based elsewhere. 

                                            
5 Appendix 1, 2008,  ‘Operating Locations of the North West’s Travelling Showpeople’ ,  
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Further exploration into the desired base for the Travelling Showpeople will give a 
clearer indication as to why it is that these districts do not host any showmen on a 
permanent basis.  
 
As seen in Map 2 the majority of Travelling Showpeople are based within the central 
districts of the region, located within and around Greater Manchester. Travelling 
Showpeople based in the North West are concentrated most heavily in; Bolton 
(32.73%); Manchester (22.73%); Tameside (13.64%); and Salford (8.8%)6. The reason 
for this high concentration of Travelling Showpeople based in districts of Greater 
Manchester maybe because of their historically better provision of sites but may also 
be down to the fact that Greater Manchester is highly accessible to the rest of the 
North West and to other parts of the country, and is densely populated offering 
numerous locations for successful Shows/Fairs.   
 
The remaining 22.72% of Travelling Showpeople based in the region are largely 
located in the peripheries of Greater Manchester Bury (4.55%) and Wigan (2.73%), 
and in central districts located down the spine of the region such as Warrington 
(4.55%) and Vale Royal (3.64%)7.  As illustrated in Map 2 there are small proportions 
of Travelling Showpeople based in the remaining districts of Greater Manchester 
(Oldham; Rochdale; Stockport; and Trafford) in the Lancashire districts of Chorley; 
Preston; Fylde; and Lancaster, with only Allerdale (1.82%)8 hosting any showmen in 
Cumbria.  
 

 
 
 
                                            
6 Appendix 2, 2008,  ‘Current Base of the North West’s Travelling Showpeople’ 
7 ibid 
8 ibid 
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The North West’s Travelling Showpeople’s Preferred Base Locations 
 
The report will now go on to take a look at where Travelling Showpeople in the North 
West would, if given a choice prefer to be based. In comparison to their current base, 
this may suggest locations in which there is not currently enough provision of 
permanent pitches, resulting in Travelling Showpeople having to be based elsewhere. 
Respondents either gave one single preference of the district in which they would 
ideally be based; or they gave multiple locations; therefore two separate maps have 
been created to illustrate the data. It must also be noted that some respondents in both 
categories did not indicate a specific district but instead indentified a preferred sub-
region; this amounted to 19.1%9 of single preferred base respondents and 14.2%10 for 
multiple base respondents.   
 
 
Single Preferred Base 11 
 
Of those respondents who gave a single preferred base, it is clearly visible from Map 3 
that Travelling Showpeople currently based in the North West failed to identify 15 
districts in which they would prefer to be based. Map 3 also illustrates that none of the 
respondents identified any specific district in Cumbria as a preferred base, however 
2.1% of respondents identified anywhere in the sub-region of Cumbria as a preferred 
permanent base location.  In Lancashire, Pendle and Burnley and the sparsely 
populated district of Ribble Valley were not identified as a preferred base location. 
None of the respondents identified the central districts of Merseyside; Liverpool, 
Knowsley, and Halton as a preferred base. In the Southern parts of the region; 
Ellsemere Port and Neston, Chester, and Macclesfield were not identified as preferred 
locations for any Travelling Showpeople as a permanent base location, although 7.0% 
did identify anywhere in the sub-region of Cheshire. 
 
The district of Bolton (10.4%) is clearly identifiable in Map 3 as the preferred base for 
Travelling Showpeople in the North West. This is linked heavily to the number of 
Travelling Showpeople already based there; suggesting that it is a prime location for 
Travelling Showpeople and that provision of permanent pitches is already in place, 
making it a much desired location.  
  
The districts that make up the rest of Greater Manchester (barring Oldham, Rochdale 
and Trafford) and the districts in the North West of Lancashire were identified by 3.1 – 
6% of respondents as their single preferred base. Added to this a further 9.9% of 
respondents who identified anywhere within Greater Manchester as their preferred 
base location.  
 
Of the districts that received between 0.1 – 3% of respondents, central districts such as 
South Ribble (2.5%) and St Helens (2.1%) were most likely to be a preferred base 
whilst peripheral or sparsely populated districts such as the Wirral (0.3%) and 
Congleton (0.1%) the least. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                            
9 Appendix 3, 2008, ‘The North West’s Travelling Showpeople’s Single Preferred Base’ 
10 Appendix 4, 2008, ‘The North West’s Travelling Showpeople’s Multiple Preferred Base’ 
11 Please note all the statistics within this section relate to Appendix 3, 2008. 
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Multiple Preferred Base 12    
 
As to be expected the results from those respondents who chose more than one 
preferred location were not too dissimilar to those who identified a single preference as 
evident in Map 4.  
 
Of those respondents who identified multiple locations fifteen districts were not 
identified to be the preferred base in identical fashion to that of those who identified 
just one location. This may enhance the fact that these districts don’t offer the required 
provision for Travelling Showpeople to be based there permanently or simply that 
locations elsewhere are preferred as they offer more in terms of accessibility to the rest 
of the region and the country.  
 
As with those who identified just one location, a proportion of respondents who 
identified multiple locations also identified a sub region and not a district, amounting to 
14.2% of the responses; 7.0% of respondents identified anywhere in Manchester; 5.3% 
Cheshire; 1.7% Cumbria; and just 0.2% anywhere in Lancashire.   
 
As visible in Map 4, Bolton (9.5%) is again the most common preferred location, 
emphasising the point that Bolton is somewhat of a hub for Travelling Showpeople in 
the North West.  However for those respondents giving multiple preferences the district 
of Preston is significantly more common with 8.0% of respondents highlighting it as a 
preferred base location as opposed to just 5.8% of those highlighting it as a single 
preferred base. This would suggest that Bolton is the prime preferred base location in 
the region, followed by Preston. Although as it stands at current, considerably more 
Travelling Showpeople are based in Bolton suggesting maybe that the provision of 
sites in Preston currently does not meet the need.  
 
Other than this the results are very similar to that of the single preference base results, 
Greater Manchester and the North West of Lancashire are again the prominent 
locations in which Travelling Showpeople in the North West would prefer to be based. 
It is also evident that the peripheral and the more sparsely populated districts in the 
region are less attractive to the majority of the Travelling Showpeople community.  
 

                                            
12 Please note all the statistics in this section relate to Appendix 4, 2008 
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Comparison of Current Base to Preferred Base  
 
Taking in to context the results of both single and multiple preferences, it appears that 
Travelling Showpeople operating in the North West would ideally like to be based in 
Bolton or Preston. Large numbers of Travelling Showpeople in the North West also 
identified the majority of districts that make up Greater Manchester and the districts in 
the North West of Lancashire as their preferred base location. Others although their 
concentrations only small would ideally like to be based in the remaining districts of 
Greater Manchester, districts in North and West Lancashire; and districts in central 
Cheshire. 
 
However, this would suggest that many districts in the North West do not provide 
adequate provision to meet the needs of Travelling Showpeople as the majority of 
these districts identified as a preferred base location do not at present accommodate 
any Travelling Showpeople permanently. This is clearly evident in the districts that 
make up North West Lancashire, which at current are a permanent base for very few 
or no Travelling Showpeople, although demand for a permanent pitch in these 
locations is very high. It is also clearly evident that while 26 districts in the North West 
do not currently act as a base for Travelling Showpeople, just 15 districts are not 
identified as a preferred location.  This suggests that whilst location does play a major 
role in determining Travelling Showpeople’s permanent base, adequate provision also 
plays an important role, a role that is failing to meet the required need in many of the 
districts in the North West.   
 
 
Operating Locations at Different Intervals of the Y ear 
 
In order to be in a position to provide advice on the future provision of pitches for the 
North West’s Travelling Showpeople, it is also important to gain an understanding of 
their operating patterns throughout the year. This will give an indication as to where in 
the region permanent pitches should be provided as any patterns will become evident 
as to the locations in which travelling showpeople are most often present. The 
operating locations of the North West’s Travelling Showpeople population were 
gathered for all 52 weeks of 2006. From this data a series of maps have been created 
illustrating the operating locations (if operating) for the first full week of each month. 
The maps highlight the operating locations at the district level of all the showmen 
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operating during that particular week. A brief analysis will be given for every month 
during the show season from March to October, with just one example out of season in 
December, as out of season travelling patterns are very similar as Travelling 
Showpeople tend to remain on their permanent pitches or ‘winter quarters’.  
 
As seen in Map 5, out of the show season during December as you would expect very 
few of the North West’s Travelling Showpeople were operating. Those that identified 
they were operating were doing so very close to or more than likely where they were 
based permanently. Map 5 follows a very similar pattern to that of the core areas 
identified as the showmen’s current base. Of those Travelling Showpeople who 
identified themselves to be operating, the majority were operating within Greater 
Manchester.  
 
In March as the show season starts and fairgrounds begin opening the number of 
Travelling Showpeople operating begins to increase while the operating locations 
become more dispersed. As illustrated in Map 6 many more showmen were operating 
than out of season. However even at this early stage in the season some Travelling 
Showpeople are beginning to operate in other districts, although still within the North 
West such as Liverpool, Lancaster and Allerdale. It must though be noted that 
Allerdale was identified as a base for a small number of Travelling Showpeople, 
therefore it is to be expected that a small number of Travelling Showpeople will be 
operating here early in the season as this is where they are based.  
 

 
 
Moving into April (Map 7), the trend continues as the number of Travelling Showpeople 
operating has increased, coinciding with the number of locations in which the North 
West’s Travelling Showpeople were servicing Shows/Fairs. The majority of Travelling 
Showpeople were operating close to their permanent base in Greater Manchester; 
however some are operating in Lancashire and Cheshire whilst others are also 
travelling across the regional boundary to operate in West Yorkshire. 
 
As the summer months begin, as would be expected the number of Travelling 
Showpeople operating increases, as does the number of locations in which they are 
operating. As seen in Map 8, during May there was clearly more of the North West’s 
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Travelling Showpeople operating than in the previous months. In terms of location, 
Greater Manchester remained a core area in which the regions Travelling Showpeople 
were operating, although there was now more Travelling Showpeople operating in 
other parts of the region Cumbria, Lancashire and Merseyside, with many during this 
period operating in Cheshire and in particular Macclesfield. During the first week of 
May greater numbers of Travelling Showpeople were operating out of the region in the 
North Wales district of Conwy and in the Leeds district. One family of Travelling 
Showpeople based in the district were operating much further afield in Edinburgh. The 
beginning of summer and the May Day Bank Holiday are the likely cause of this 
increase in the numbers of Travelling Showpeople operating in the North West and 
further afield.   
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
During the first week of June (Map 9) the pattern of operating locations was again 
varied, with some of the regions operating within the North West and some further 
afield.  Whilst large numbers of Travelling Showpeople were operating, less were doing 
so in the North West. On the whole fewer Travelling Showpeople were now operating 
in Greater Manchester although certain districts such as Manchester and Bury were 
still hotspots. What is noticeable is that in early June the coastal, tourist orientated 
districts such as Blackpool, Wyre, Fylde and Sefton witnessed a significant increase in 
the number of the North West’s operating Travelling Showpeople. At this point in time, 
the North West’s showmen were quite dispersed in terms of operating locations 
outside of the region. Although relatively small in numbers, some of the regions 
showmen were operating in Edinburgh, Newcastle upon Tyne, the East Riding of 
Yorkshire and some closer to home in Sheffield and Stoke.  
 
Moving in to July (Map 10) its is clear to see that the majority of the North West’s 
showmen were operating within districts that make up or border (High Peak District 
and Flintshire) the North West. However Newcastle Upon Tyne saw an increase in the 
number of the North West’s Travelling Showpeople operating in the district. Travelling 
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Showpeople operating in the North West were concentrated most heavily in Warrington 
and the coastal districts of Merseyside and Lancashire. Many of the districts of Greater 
Manchester again had a steady number of Travelling Showpeople operating within 
them. Other areas of the region, Cumbria and Cheshire would appear to have no 
Shows/Fairs operated by the North West’s Travelling Showpeople during this period of 
the year.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Looking at the first week of August (Map 11) which falls in the middle of the school 
summer holidays it is evident that there is a high number of Travelling Showpeople 
operating, however these are less dispersed than in previous months and are 
concentrated heavily in Barrow, Bolton and Manchester, followed by large numbers 
operating in Wyre and Sefton. This may suggest that during the school holidays the 
regions Travelling Showpeople opt to run fewer larger Shows/Fairs as opposed to 
smaller more dispersed ones. If this is the case provision of temporary pitches may 
need to be increased in these locations. In terms of those operating outside of the 
region there was again a concentration operating in the East Riding of Yorkshire.   
 
As illustrated in Map 12, during early September as the show season is beginning to 
slow down, the operating locations begin to become far more dispersed. Whilst a core 
remained in Greater Manchester, concentrations of showmen elsewhere are far more 
dispersed. Areas such as Ellesmere Port, North East Lancashire, South Lakeland, and 
others out of the region such as Craven, Bradford and North East Derbyshire had small 
numbers of the North West’s Travelling Showpeople operating within them. During this 
period one group of Travelling Showpeople were operating in Northern Ireland. 
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It would seem that the show season in the North West comes to an end during 
October, as seen in Map 13 the number of operating Travelling Showpeople and 
locations are far fewer than in previous months, although a core does still remain 
operating in and around the districts of Greater Manchester. However this is not to say 
the North West’s Travelling Showpeople are no longer operating, it is clearly evident 
that many were operating in the City of Hull at this point, with others operating in 
various locations across the UK, such as East Staffordshire and the City of Nottingham 
in the Midlands, Angus in Scotland and the East Riding of Yorkshire.  
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A brief look into the operating locations of the North West’s Travelling Showpeople 
makes it very clear that throughout the year there is a core of Travelling Showpeople 
operating within the districts of Greater Manchester, in particular the districts of Bolton, 
Bury, Manchester, Tameside and Wigan. Also for the most part of the year there is a 
significant concentration of Travelling Showmen operating in the highly accessible 
district of Warrington. During the summer months it is clearly evident that key tourist 
districts such as Blackpool, Fylde, Sefton and Wyre have a high concentration of the 
regions showpeople operating within them.  
 
What is clearly evident is that not all of the North West’s Travelling Showpeople remain 
within the region to operate. This is most apparent out of the summer months, when 
the regions Travelling showpeople are far more dispersed. Some operate in nearby 
districts in South and West Yorkshire and Northern Wales, whilst others operate further 
afield in Scotland, the North East, the East Riding of Yorkshire, the Midlands and 
Northern Ireland. However those travelling further afield to operate often do so in the 
quieter months at the beginning and end of the show season.       
 
 
Conclusion 
 
The above would suggest that there is a definite need for a wider breadth of provision 
of permanent and temporary pitches across the region, which meets the needs and 
requirements of the regions Travelling Showpeople. As it appears some stay far more 
local than others, with operating habits varying drastically between Travelling 
Showpeople, therefore the needs of each individual group of Travelling Showpeople 
need to be taken into consideration when planning the provision of permanent and 
temporary pitches.  
 
After looking into the operating locations, current base and preferred base locations of 
the North West’s Travelling Showpeople it is apparent that those locations in which 
they are based makes up only a fraction of the districts in which they service. It 
appears that provision is good in the majority of districts that make up Greater 
Manchester, as this is where many are based although it may also suggest that 
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provision is very poor elsewhere. As many of the regions Travelling Showpeople prefer 
to be based elsewhere, for instance in the coastal and central districts of the region. As 
mentioned above issues of “overcrowding” and “doubling up” on existing sites is 
common, therefore provision needs to be improved elsewhere13.  
 
It is apparent that of the twenty six districts in the North West that are not currently 
base to Travelling Showpeople, only fifteen of these districts are not identified as a 
preferred base. Therefore suggesting that the remaining eleven districts which are 
listed as a preferred base location do not offer the required provision in terms of 
permanent pitches, this includes the districts of; Wyre; Blackpool; West Lancashire; 
Sefton; St Helens; the Wirral; Crew and Nantwich; Congleton; Rossendale; Hyndburn; 
and Blackburn with Darwen.  
 
All this would suggest that the provision of both permanent and temporary pitches 
needs to be improved throughout the region, in particular with more permanent pitches 
provided in those districts mentioned above. Added to this it would seem provision of 
temporary pitches in districts on the peripheries of the region may need to be improved 
to accommodate the large numbers of Travelling Showpeople travelling to and from 
Shows/Fairs in various locations across the country. In addition to this a good level of 
provision must be maintained and improved in the districts of Greater Manchester that 
already act as a base for the regions Travelling Showpeople. 
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Appendices 
 
Appendix 1: 
 

Operating Locations of the North West's Travelling Showpeople at the District Level 
      

Operating Locations in the North West Operating Loc ations Elsewhere 

Allerdale  Angus Boston 

Barrow-in-Furness  City of Edinburgh   

Carlisle  Dumfries and Galloway City of Peterborough  

Copeland  Midlothian   

Eden    King's Lynn and West Norfolk 

South Lakeland  Chester-le-Street   

  Sunderland  Cotswold  

Blackburn with Darwen Newcastle upon Tyne   

Blackpool    Weymouth and Portland  

Burnley  Craven    

Chorley  Hambleton  Northern Ireland 

Fylde  Richmondshire    

Hyndburn  Scarborough    

Lancaster      

Pendle  City of Kingston upon Hull    

Preston  East Riding of Yorkshire   

Ribble Valley      

Rossendale  Bradford    

South Ribble  Kirklees    

West Lancashire  Leeds     

Wyre  Wakefield    

      

Knowsley Doncaster    

Liverpool  Rotherham   

Sefton Sheffield    

St. Helens      

Warrington  Conwy   

Wirral  Flintshire   

  Gwynedd   

Bolton  Isle of Anglesey   

Bury       

Manchester  High Peak    

Oldham  North East Derbyshire    

Rochdale  South Derbyshire    

Salford     

Stockport   City of Nottingham    

Tameside       

Trafford  City of Stoke-on-Trent    

Wigan  East Staffordshire    

  Stafford District    

Chester   Staffordshire Moorlands    

Congleton       

Crewe and Nantwich  Telford and Wrekin    

Ellesmere Port and Neston      

Halton  Birmingham    

Macclesfield       

Vale Royal  North West Leicestershire    
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Appendix 2: 

 
Current Base of the North West's Travelling Showpeop le 

      

Base Location No. of Families Percentage Base Locat ion No. of Families Percentage 

Bolton MBC 36 32.73% City of Chester 0 0.0% 

Manchester City Council 25 22.73% Congleton BC 0 0.0% 

Tameside MBC 15 13.64% Copeland BC 0 0.0% 

Salford DC 9 8.18% Crewe & Nantwich BC 0 0.0% 

Bury MBC 5 4.55% Eden BC 0 0.0% 

Warrington BC 5 4.55% Ellesmere Port & Neston BC 0 0.0% 

Vale Royal BC 4 3.64% Halton BC 0 0.0% 

Wigan MBC 3 2.73% Hyndburn BC 0 0.0% 

Allerdale BC 2 1.82% Knowsley MBC 0 0.0% 

Lancaster City Council 2 1.82% Liverpool City Council 0 0.0% 

Chorley BC 1 0.91% Macclesfield BC 0 0.0% 

Fylde BC 1 0.91% Pendle DC 0 0.0% 

Preston DC 1 0.91% Ribble Valley DC 0 0.0% 

Oldham DC 0.25 0.23% Rossendale DC 0 0.0% 

Rochdale MBC 0.25 0.23% Sefton MBC 0 0.0% 

Stockport MBC 0.25 0.23% South Lakeland DC 0 0.0% 

Trafford MBC 0.25 0.23% South Ribble BC 0 0.0% 

Barrow-in-Furness BC 0 0.0% St. Helens MBC 0 0.0% 

Blackburn with Darwen BC 0 0.0% West Lancashire DC 0 0.0% 

Blackpool BC 0 0.0% Wirral MBC 0 0.0% 

Burnley BC 0 0.0% Wyre BC 0 0.0% 

Carlisle City Council 0 0.0% Total 110 100 
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Appendix 3:  
 

The North West's Travelling Showpeople's Single Prefer red Base 
      

Preferred Base Location No. of 
Preferences* Percentage Preferred Base Location* No. of 

Preferences* Percentage 

Bolton MBC 36.82 10.4% Wirral MBC 1.16 0.3% 

Preston DC 20.29 5.8% Hyndburn BC 1 0.3% 

Manchester City Council 19.82 5.6% Sefton MBC 1 0.3% 

Stockport MBC 19.5 5.5% Congleton BC 0.33 0.1% 

Wigan MBC 19.5 5.5% Allerdale BC 0 0.0% 

Salford DC 19.07 5.4% Barrow-in-Furness BC 0 0.0% 

Warrington BC 16.99 4.8% Burnley BC 0 0.0% 

Tameside MBC 15 4.3% Carlisle City Council 0 0.0% 

Fylde BC 14.13 4.0% City of Chester 0 0.0% 

Chorley BC 13.24 3.8% Copeland BC 0 0.0% 

Bury MBC 12.15 3.4% Eden BC 0 0.0% 

Wyre BC 11.81 3.3% Ellesmere Port & Neston BC 0 0.0% 

Blackpool BC 11.4 3.2% Halton BC 0 0.0% 

South Ribble BC 8.8 2.5% Knowsley MBC 0 0.0% 

St. Helens MBC 7.5 2.1% Liverpool City Council 0 0.0% 

Crewe & Nantwich BC 6.33 1.8% Macclesfield BC 0 0.0% 

Trafford MBC 5.66 1.6% Pendle DC 0 0.0% 

Lancaster City Council 5.5 1.6% Ribble Valley DC 0 0.0% 

West Lancashire DC 5.33 1.5% South Lakeland DC 0 0.0% 

Rochdale MBC 4.49 1.3% Anywhere Cheshire CC 24.66 7.0% 

Blackburn with Darwen BC 3.08 0.9% Anywhere Cumbria CC 7.5 2.1% 

Vale Royal BC 2.66 0.8% Anywhere Lancashire CC 0.5 0.1% 

Oldham DC 1.33 0.4% Anywhere Greater Manchester 35 9.9% 

Rossendale DC 1.16 0.3% Total 352.71 100.0% 

 
* Aggregated number of preferences reflecting the proportional split of multiple 
preferences 
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Appendix 4: 
 

The North West's Travelling Showpeople's Multiple Pre ferred Base 
            

Preferred Base Location  No. of 
Preferences Percentage  Preferred Base Location* No. of 

Preferences Percentage  

Bolton MBC 50 9.5% Wirral MBC 3 0.6% 

Preston DC 42 8.0% Sefton MBC 2 0.4% 

Fylde BC 31 5.9% Congleton BC 1 0.2% 

Manchester City Council 31 5.9% Hyndburn BC 1 0.2% 

Salford DC 29 5.5% Allerdale BC 0 0.0% 

Stockport MBC 26 5.0% Barrow-in-Furness BC 0 0.0% 

Wigan MBC 26 5.0% Burnley BC 0 0.0% 

Warrington BC 23 4.4% Carlisle City Council 0 0.0% 

Wyre BC 23 4.4% City of Chester 0 0.0% 

Chorley BC 21 4.0% Copeland BC 0 0.0% 

Blackpool BC 20 3.8% Eden BC 0 0.0% 

Bury MBC 20 3.8% Ellesmere Port & Neston BC 0 0.0% 

South Ribble BC 17 3.2% Halton BC 0 0.0% 

Tameside MBC 17 3.2% Knowsley MBC 0 0.0% 

Trafford MBC 12 2.3% Liverpool City Council 0 0.0% 

St. Helens MBC 9 1.7% Macclesfield BC 0 0.0% 

Rochdale MBC 8 1.5% Pendle DC 0 0.0% 

West Lancashire DC 8 1.5% Ribble Valley DC 0 0.0% 

Blackburn with Darwen BC 7 1.3% South Lakeland DC 0 0.0% 

Crewe & Nantwich BC 7 1.3% Anywhere Cheshire CC 28 5.3% 

Lancaster City Council 6 1.1% Anywhere Cumbria CC 9 1.7% 

Vale Royal BC 4 0.8% Anywhere Lancashire CC 1 0.2% 

Oldham DC 3 0.6% Anywhere Greater Manchester 37 7.0% 

Rossendale DC 3 0.6% Total 525 100.0% 

 


